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Treatment for Immune-Mediated Hemolytic Anemia in a Dog

Nam-Joo Kim, Seong-Jun Park, Ho-Jung Choi and Kun-Ho Song*

Research Institute of Veterinary Medicine and College of Veterinary Medicine,
Chungnam National University, Daejeon 305-764, Korea

Abstract : A 8 year-old, 5.8kg, intact female shih-tzu dog with depression, anorexia, pale mucous
membrane was referred to the Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital of Chungnam National University.
A diagnosis of the patient was made based on history taking, physical examination, laboratory
examination, radiography and ultrasonography. Blood and blood chemical examination revealed that PCV
was 95% and total bilirubin was increased. Autoagglutination was observed and many spherocytes were
found on Diff-Quik stained blood smear. Direct Coombs test result was positive and marked
hepatomegaly was found on the radiograph. Immune-mediated hemolytic anemia was diagnosed by above
on these findings. No transfusion, and immunosuppressive agent with azathioprine was administrated.

PCV increased from 95% to 155% 4 days later and to 34.9% 19 days later. PCV is 43.2% and
azathioprine is administered every 3 weeks to date.
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Fig. 1. Spherocytosis and anisocytosis on blood
smear were observed in this case.
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Fig. 2. Abdominal radiographs showed enlargement of liver. (A): ventrodorsal view (B): lateral view.
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Fig 3. Alteration of PCV for 99days.
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Fig 4. Alteration of WBC for 99days.
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