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Evaluation of Congenital Lumbar Deformity in a Cat

I-Se O, Ji-Young An, Ho-Jung Choi and Young-Won Lee*

Research Institute of Veterinary Medicine and College of Veterinary Medicine, Chungnam National
University, Daejeon 305-764, Korea

Abstract: A 2-month old female siamese cat was presented with dyschezia and abdominal distention.
On the abdominal radiographic view, the body of 5th lumbar was wider than the other lumbar vertebral
bodies and 7th lumbar fused with sacrum. 5, 6, and 7th caudal lumbar vertebrae was fused with each
other. Based on the radiographic findings, this case was diagnosed as butterfly vertebra at 5th lumbar
vertebra, block vertebra of 7th lumar and sacrum, block vertebra of 5, 6, and 7th caudal lumbar vertebra.

During 16 months, this cat did not have specific clinical sign associated lumbar vertebral deformity.
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Fig. 3. A lateral abdominal radiograph after 16

months. The intervertebral disc space
between the 5th lumbar vertebra and 6th
lubmar vertebra was narrowed (arrow).
Bodies of 5, 6, and 7th caudal vertebra
fused(arrowhead) each other.

Fig. 1. A lateral abdominal radiograph of the Kkitten.
Abnormal arrangement of the 5, 6, 7th
lumbar vertebra(arrow) and the 5, 6, 7th

caudal vertebra(arrowhead).

Fig. 4. A ventrodorsal abdominal radiograph after
16 months. A body of the 5th lumbar
vertebra was wider than other lumbar
vertebra(arrow). A body of the 7th lumbar
vertebra fused with the sacrum(arrow
head).

Fig. 2. A ventrodorsal abdominal radiograph of the
kitten. Bodies of the 5th and 6th lumbar
vertebra(black arrow) were wider than the
other lumbar vertebra. A body of the 7th
lumbar vertebra fused with the sacrum
(white arrow). Bodies of 5, 6, and 7th
caudal vertebra fused(arrowhead) each other.
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